Advancing Child Safety in
South African Communities

POLICY
BRIEF

SYNOPSIS
This policy brief follows a series of
dialogues conducted by Masiphephe
Network and set out consolidated
key issues related to violence
against children (VAC) with a special
focus on KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and
Mpumalanga provinces. This brief is
a basis to influence policy makers,
role players and practitioners to
develop broad strategies on the
issues related to VAC. This brief
cites the key challenges experienced
in reducing abuse on children in
communities;
and
outlines
the
mandate of government, media and
civil society (including community
members) working together with to
reduce VAC. There is a strong
emphasis
on
developing
and
implementing impactful initiatives
and programmes at community level.
Finally, the brief proposes best
practices, possible interventions and
recommendations
for
reducing
gender based violence (GBV) related
VAC.

OVERVIEW OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
CHILDREN IN SOUTH AFRICA
GBV was declared the country's second pandemic that
has reportedly worsened during and post the COVID-19
hard lockdown. Children are a critical vulnerable group
that is susceptible to GBV, as they face increased risk
of abuse and violence.Childline South Africa, reported a
more than 36.8% increase in calls for help during
August 2020, compared with the same month in 2019.
This data coincides with reports from healthcare
facilities of a consistently concerning number of severe
injuries among child abuse referrals. The legacy of
violence and extreme inequality from South Africa’s
past is compounded by high poverty and unemployment
in the present. This combination places many children
at risk of domestic violence, substance abuse, sexual
abuse and neglect[1].
Research shows that a third of girls in South Africa
experience some form of violence, often from someone
they know. About 82% of children in the country have
experienced or witnessed some form of victimization.
By the time they reach 15–17 years old, many would
have experienced sexual, physical or emotional abuse,
neglect, bullying, heading households or have been
exposed to high rates of violence (CDC, 2021).
Violence on children, by children and amidst children in
homes,
households,
communities,
schools,
any
dwelling, or environment for any reason; creates severe,
lifetime problems for the child. School-related GBV,
especially the surge of bullying in schools is reaching
alarming levels and forms. Bullying can be physical,
verbal, or emotional and is usually repeated over time.
Research evidence has proven that children below the
age of eighteen, exposed to violence are more likely to
be anxious, depressed, and will struggle in life. Children
are also more likely to be aggressive, with younger
children, peers, adults and even in their intimate
relationships and with close relations as they grow
older; having learned over time that violence is a
mechanism for resolving problems.
While many cases of child abuse remain unreported,
the access to criminal justice is however, another
challenge that makes the prosecution process very
daunting. With the lack of access to criminal justice
and proper psychological interventions, victims of
abuse are more likely to engage in sexual activity,
substance misuse, and to develop mental and physical
health problems; while children are at a higher risk.
These in turn, undermine their capacity to succeed at
all levels, experience almost irreversible health
problems with costs to the economy.
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LEGISLATIVE
FRAMEWORK
The South African Constitution has the
highest regard for children’s rights,
equality and dignity. Protecting children
from violence, exploitation and abuse is
not only a basic value but an obligation
set out in Article 28 of South Africa’s
Constitution (Gauteng.gov.za, 2021).
The following are a list of legal
instruments and policies that seek to
protect children against violence and
abuse.

CHILD PROTECTION
Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa.
Children's Act No. 38 of 2005.
Child Justice Act 75 of 2008.
Sexual Offences and Related Matters
Amendment Act of 2007.
Domestic Violence Act of 1998.
South African Schools Act 84 0f
1996.
Refugees Act 130 of 1998.
Maintenance Act 99 of 1998.
Immigration Act 13 of 2002 and
amendments.
Prevention
and
Combating
of
Trafficking in Persons Act 7 of 2013.
These
legal
instruments
are
complemented
by
several
global,
regional, sub-regional commitments and
national
policies
and
guidelines
including the National Development Plan
(NDP) Vision 2030, National Gender
Policy Framework; National Youth Policy
(2020 – 2030), White Paper on Social
Welfare Services, White Paper on
Families in South Africa (2012); White
Paper on Safety and Security (2016) and
the National Strategic Plan on GenderBased Violence and Femicide (2020 2030).

THE ADVOCACY
OBJECTIVES
Increase collective understanding on risk
factors that render children unsafe,
unprotected and abused in communities;
Foster accountability and integrated
service delivery by statutory departments
and civil society organisations, for
increased child protection and preventing
violence against children.

COVID-19
Before the pandemic, thousands of
women, girls and children lived in daily
exposure of different kinds of violence
(Bank, 2019). With restricted movement
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, homes
continue to become dangerous places
where GBV victims are trapped with their
perpetrators with no easy escape. While
risks have increased, the capacity of
formal and informal protection services
are very limited
The criminal justice system, social
services, civil society and other relevant
parties search for new ways to level-up
services to prevent, report, respond, care
and support children. The lockdown
forced these parties to focus on remote
support.
Children living in poorer
households, are lured into sexual
activities in exchange for food. There is a
need to join forces and prioritise
activities
to
curb
violence
against
children in the face of a pandemic.
The pandemic raises an opportunity to
review and re-examine service provision
and invest in variety of delivery options in
order to ensure safety of children in all
places as well as access to criminal
justice. This includes the use of relevant
technologies that can speed up the overall
service
delivery
process,
data
management and communication.
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STAKEHOLDER
PLANNING
While there are many stakeholders
advocating and responding to violence
against
children,
these
efforts
are
fragmented. Advocacy actions cannot be
planned as a one sizes fits all, there is a
need for multi-functional stakeholders
working in collaboration from government,
civil society, the private sector and media,
at community level. While collaboration or
partnership is now the new norm, there is
a need to ensure that all the stakeholders
are committed to respond to VAC using
evidence informed approaches. There is a
need for resourced stakeholders to
collaborate in formulating strategies that
incorporate previous experiences, lessons
learnt and sufficient data.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Collaboration and partnerships - There
is a need to formalise partnerships and
referral systems that ensure a safety
net for children.
Resource allocation for a common
strategic plan in tackling VAC.
Hold
duty
bearers
and
partners
accountable to the Implementation of
policies at all levels.
Integrated data collection systems to
collect reliable data that will inform
strategies
on
protecting
children
against violence.
Adequate human resource base to
render services, including in the
Criminal Justice system.
Special
programmes
and
support
structures for victims and survivors.
Community awareness raising and
campaigns on laws and policies that
protect children.
There is a need for a strong legislative
and policy framework.

DISCLAIMER
This policy brief is for the “Strengthening Local Governance to Improve Gender Based
Violence’ Project also known as the “Masiphephe Network” (“Let’s Be Safe”). The
project is funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),
through its Democracy, Human Rights and Governance (DRG) unit, and led by the
Centre for Communication Impact (CCI). The Masiphephe Network community-based
gender-based violence (GBV) prevention and response partners across three provinces
in South Africa, believe that GBV is the grave consequence of complex social and
structural problems. Our programme encourages inclusive GBV interventions through
strategic policy advocacy, community-led collaborative supportive multi-sectoral
partnerships, building awareness and promoting behaviour change to shift GBV social
norms. Our views are informed by community engagements and recommendations. The
contents of this policy brief are the responsibility of CCI and do not necessarily reflect
the views of USAID.

BREAK THE SILENCE, CALL 0800 428 428 (GBV COMMAND CENTRE) TO
REPORT AND GET GBV SUPPORT.
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Contact Details
Masiphephe Network Strategic and Civil Society Implementing Partners

ORGANISATION

IMPLEMENTATION SITE/
LOCATION

CONTACT
NUMBER

Centre for Communication
Impact - Pretoria Head
Office

Gauteng

012 366 9300

Gender Health and Justice
Research Unit (GHJRU),
University of Cape Town

Strategic research and policy
partner across sites

021 406 6023

Agisanang Domestic Abuse
Prevention and Training
(ADAPT)

Gauteng City of
Johannesburg Region E

011 786 6608

Sonke Gender Justice
(Sonke) Gauteng

City of Johannesburg Region D

011 339 3589

Ethembeni Crisis Care Centre
(ECCC)

eThekwini West, KwaZulu
Natal

031 704 6860

Gugu Dlamini Foundation
KwaZulu Natal

eThekwini INK Area

031 292 2852

Project Support Association
Southern Africa (PSASA)

City of Mbombela.
Emalahleni Local
Municipality

013 752 5624

SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

@Masiphephe
www.facebook.com/masiphephe
masiphephe
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